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King County Board for Developmental Disabilities 
M I N U T E S 

 

Day/Date: Wednesday, January 4, 2006 
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Region 4, Large Conference Room 

1700 East Cherry Street 
Seattle, WA  98122 

 

Board: 
Heather Avery 
Tom Bellamy 
Kevin Bernadt 
Leo Finnegan 
Kevin Henderson 
Don Luby 
John Nesbitt 
Steven Thompson 
 
Excused: 
Ulla Blichfeldt-Fox 
Bobbi Christensen-Meins 
Ted Daniels 
 
Staff:
Beth Boram, KCHCD 
Ray Jensen, KCDDD 
Holly Woo, KCDDD 
Jan Blackburn, DSHS/DDD/Region 4 
Marybeth Poch, DSHS/DDD/Region4 

Guests*: 
Bill Sellars, The Arc 
Kathy Sellars, LifeSPAN 
Joanne O’Neill, The Arc of King County, K.C.P.C. 
Mark Kantonen, SKCAC Industries 
Wendy Randall, AtWork! 
Terry Burke, Cliffside Vocational 
Bryan Bassford, Cliffside Vocational 
Phil McConnell, Work Opportunities 
Carrie Masten, Work Opportunities 
Richard Wilson, The Arc of King County 
Joanne Whitehead, The Arc of King County 
Bonnie Shultz, Momentum 
Alison McCormick, Mainstay, SCCC 
Lyle Romer, TLC 
*Listed above are individuals who signed the roster 
 

Introductions and Chair’s Comments 
The regular monthly meeting of the Board for Developmental Disabilities was called to 
order at 9:30 a.m. by the Vice Chair, Don Luby, on Wednesday, January 4, 2006, at 
Region 4 in the Large Conference Room. 

Approval of Minutes 
01040601 Don Luby called for a motion to approve the December 2005 Minutes.  The 
December Minutes were approved as written. 
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Election of Officers 

It was announced that the Board voted Ulla Blichfeldt-Fox as Chair and Don Luby as Vice 
Chair. 

General Public Input 

Bill Sellars announced that a meeting regarding the Seattle P.I. articles on the State 
Division of Developmental Disabilities Community Protection Program is scheduled on 
Friday, January 6, 2005, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in SeaTac.  The meeting is being 
convened by Ed Holen, who is the Chair of the Developmental Disabilities Council. 

Kathy Sellars announced that on January 19 at 9:00 p.m. KCTS television is airing “The 
Ties That Bind” documentary and a thirty minute local discussion will be shown right after 
the documentary.  The film reveals the complexity around one young man’s transition 
toward a more independent life.  People who are interested in participating in discussions 
around this issue are invited to attend an event that will be held at Kane Hall at 7:00 p.m. 
on the Tuesday preceding the broadcast.  Please contact Kathy at 206-522-3099 for 
more information about this event. 

Kevin Bernadt provided an update on the newborn hearing screening process to detect 
early hearing loss.  The State Infant Toddler Early Intervention Program is working with 
the Department of Health to coordinate information and increase communication 
regarding infants who need follow-up screenings.  Currently, it is not mandated to do 
infant hearing screenings in Washington State.  Many Counties have Interagency 
Coordinating Council (ICC) subcommittees that work on the newborn hearing screening 
process and there is discussion regarding the King County ICC forming this 
subcommittee.   

Joanne Whitehead provided an update on The Arc of King County’s move to its new 
facility, which is located at 233 Sixth Avenue North (off of Denny Way, three blocks from 
the Seattle Center).  The new facility will have a large meeting room that will be available 
to other organizations.  Richard Wilson provided an update on The Arc of King County’s 
efforts to reorganize to better support self-advocacy.  The agency is compiling data on a 
statewide survey regarding respite. 

Lisa Turner announced that she will also be moving with The Arc of King County and will 
have office space at the new facility. 

Beth Boram provided an update on the new affordable housing units that have been 
funded by the King County Developmental Disabilities Division.     

Reports 

Working Age Adult Policy Update 

Ray Jensen provided an update on the implementation of the King County Working Age 
Adult Policy Task Force recommendations.  A subcommittee of the King County 
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Developmental Disabilities Board will be set up over the next two months to oversee the 
task of implementing the recommendations.  Tom Bellamy will chair the committee and 
Leo Finnegan will also participate on the committee.  Focus groups will be held to provide 
individuals, parents and other advocates with opportunities to voice their concerns and 
also to clear up any misunderstandings regarding the Working Age Adult Policy. 

Regional Administrator / Field Services Report 
Marybeth Poch provided the following updates: 

 A new Case Resource Manager has been hired to implement the new Family 
Support Pilot Project.  An estimated 350 people in King County will benefit from 
the project. 

 Region 4 and KCDDD staff will be working on a process improvement team to 
increase the collaboration between employment programs and residential 
programs. 

 Update on the Helping Families Program. 
 The State Office of Financial Management budget team toured Fircrest and 

residential programs 

King County Division Director’s Report 
Ray Jensen provided the following updates: 

 The majority of 2006 contracts have been signed and returned to KCDDD.  
Contracts for the Family Support Grant will be issued in February. 

 Ray suggested that the Board convene a transportation group to list transportation 
issues faced by the developmental disabilities community and provide 
recommendations in a report to Metro King County Transit.  Leo Finnegan agreed 
to chair the group and Steven Thompson would also like to participate on the 
group.  Representation from Region 4 DDD was requested. 

 Senator Kline has dropped Senate Bill 6630, which is a bill regulating Community 
Protection agencies.  Community members can review the bill at 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6630. 

Next Meetings: 
 
The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for February 1, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. at 
Region 4 in the Large Conference Room. 
 
The next Employment Committee Meeting is scheduled for February 21 from 9:00 – 
10:30 a.m. at Region 4, located at 1700 E. Cherry Street, 2nd Floor, Large Conference 
Room. 
 
The next Board Planning Committee is scheduled for February 22 from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
in the Exchange Building, 6A Conference Room located at 821 Second Avenue, 6th floor. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6630
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The next King County Interagency Coordinating (KCICC) Meeting is scheduled for 
April 10 from 9:30 – 12:00 p.m. at WorkSource in Renton, located at 919 SW Grady Way, 
Conference Room “Q” (Upstairs).  KCICC meetings will be held quarterly in 2006. 

 
Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 


